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St. George Exorinos

Known as the Nestorian church, the church of St. George Exorinos
was built in 1359 and enlarged extensively only a year after its
completion. Medieval chronicler Leontios Macheras writing in
the sixteenth century spoke of the church’s founder, Sir Francis
Lakhnas who “according to his faith did much charity for the
good of his soul and built the Nestorian church from the
foundations.”

A unigue monument of the Nestorian faith, the building was
constructed of excellent cut stone and reflects the European
Gothic style of time. Its original design consisted of a simple
nave and three bays of vaulting with an apse. During the
enlargement, two side aisles of only two bays of vaulting each
were added. The western bay of the nave extends beyond the
line of the side aisles, forming a square projection of the building.
In this bay is the founder’s tomb, which consists of an arched
recess decorated with mouldings in a style that is later than that
of the rest of the church. On the west side is a rose window
above a broad but plain doorway Frescoes, with Syriac
inscriptions, were remarkably preserved until the end of the
nineteenth century, but only a few traces remain today.

During the Ottoman period the Nestorian church was used by
the Turks as a stable for camels. With the arrival of the British in
1878, the Greeks were allowed to live again within the walled city
and once a year, the animals would be led out, the church would
be cleaned and the Orthodox would have a liturgy inside.

This peculiar celebration took place until 1905, when a Greek of
Famagusta, Michael Louizides, asked permission from the then
Governor King-Harman for the building to again be used as a
church. Permission granted, the Greeks and Turks of Famagusta
worked together to repair and clean the church. Carpenter
Kiamil Reis did all the woodwork for the interior. When asked

by Louizides what he was owed, he refused payment and instead
answered: “Shame master! Whom could | accept money from,
you or from the Saint?”

The church was re-sanctified as St. George Exorinos by
Archbishop Cyril in 1906. Although enhanced in the 1930s,

the church has remained structurally intact throughout the
centuries. There are several legends related to the building.
One of the most interesting is that anyone who wished to get
rid of an enemy should collect some dust from the floor of this
church and leave it in the enemy’s house. The enemy would then
either die within a year or be forced to leave the island. Another
version of the same legend maintained that the dust should be
thrown over the walls of Famagusta to ensure that the enemy
would leave the town within the year. But, beware, if the person
seeking to eliminate an enemy crossed the walls with even
traces of dust, he himself would be the one never to return

to Famagusta!

H ekkAnoia, yvwoTtr wg ekkAncia twv Neotoplavwy, KTioTnKe
1o 1359 Kal emeKTAONKE POAIC €va XPOVO LETA TNV ATTOTTEPATWON
™G O xpovikoypd®og tou Meoaiwva Aedvtiog Mayxalpdag
avagepel 0TL o KtTopag Kup Opdvaolig Adxvag, Evag veoToplavog
éumopac «O moiog emoAduav Katd TNV THoTIV ToU TTOAAA YUGIKA,
Kal €KTIOEV Kal TNV eKKANGiav touc NeoTtoupldeg amou yng...».

To ktpto autd, KAAoTo deiyua Tou Mothikol pubuol Tou 140u
alwva, Atav éva povadikod pvnueio tou Neotoplavol S6yuaToc.
Ktiotnke pe €€oxa meheknpéveg METPEG Kal apXIKA amoTeAEiTo amod
éva amho KAitog pe Tpia BoAwTtd didxwpa kat agida. Katd tnv
enéktaon mpootébnkav dvo mAdyla KAITN pe povo duo Siaxwpa
To KaBéva. To SuTIKO SLAXWPO TOU KEVTPIKOU KAITOUC, TTOU
TIPOEKTEIVETAL TNC YPAMMNAE TWV TTAAYIWV KAITWV, SNUIOVPYEI [ia
TeTpdywvn mpoe€oxr Yéoa otnv omoia urtdpyel Teog IGpuToU,
mou amoteeital amd pia toéwTtr e0oxr He avayAugo S1dkoopo,
METAYEVEOTEPOU PUBUOL ammd TNV LUTTOAOLTTN EKKANGIA. TN SUTIKA

TMAEVPA TTAVW amd pia PeydAn aAAd oA eicodo undpyel polétta.

Ol TolXoYypa®iEG, e CUPLAKEG eTYpaAPEC, SlatnpriBnkav o
€€AIPETIKA KAAN KATAOTAON HEXPL TO TEAOC TOU OEKATOU €VATOU
alwva Kal HEPIKA ixvn Toug owlovTtal akOun Kal oriUEpa.

Katd tnv OBwpavikn mepiodo n ekkAnoia Twv NeoTtoplavwv
Xpnotpomoleito amd Toug Toupkoug oav oTARAOG KapiAwv.
Metd tnVv deién twv AyyAwv to 1878, KATI TTOAD TTEPiepyO
ouVéPalve ekei: pla popd Tov xpovo £Ryalav ta (wa amd

To KTPLOo, N eKKANnaia kaBapilotav kat ot OpBddoéol ékavav
ekel Aettoupyia. Autd cuvexiotnke péxpl To 1905 dtav €vag
EA\nvoKUTIploG TNG APHOXWOTOU pE dpapad, o MixaAdkng
NouiCiong, {ntnoe amnod tov 1éte Ayyho KuBepvrTn, TOV
King-Harman, va petatpéel kal AL To KTrPlo G€ EKKAnaia.
‘EAAnvec kat Tovpkol GovAepav padi yia Tov KaBaplopo tng
eKKANoiag kal o papaykog Kiapih Peic ékave OAeC TIC EUNOUPYIKEC
EPYAOIEC YIa TOV EOWTEPIKO XWpPo. Otav o Aouilidng tov pwtnoe
TO KOOTOC TN TANPWUNAC Tov, o KiapiA armavtnoe «Ntpomn
MAoTPE, and moldv va Mapw XpAuaTa, and céva R ano Tov Aylo».

Tnv ekkAnoia pupwoe o Apxlemiokomog KUpiAAog to 1906. Av kal
emdlopBbwbnke tnv dekaetia Tou 1930, n eKKAnGia Mapéuelve
AB1kTN Slapéoou Twv atwvwy. H mapddoon Aéel 611 dmrolog BéAel
va EepopTwOEei éva ex0p0, palevel okdvn amod to 6dmedo NG
EKKANGCIOC Kal TO a@rjvel 0To ottt Tou £X0poU, o omoiog péoa
o'éva xpovo Ba meBdvel ) Ba eykataleipel To vnoi. Mia dAAn
ekdoxn NG idlag lotopiag Aéel OTL N OKOVN TIPEMEL VA PIXTEL TTAVW
amo Ta Teixn Kat €§w amod TNV AUUOXWOTO WOoTe 0 XOpOG va
EYKATAAEIPEL TNV TTOAN EVTOC TOU £TOUC. AV OUWC KATTOLOC TTEPATEL
Ta Telyn PE £0Tw Kal ixvn okovng (mavw tou) Sev Ba emoTpéPel
TTOTE OTNV TTOAN.

Nasturi Kilisesi olarak da bilinen St. George Exorinos Kilisesi

1359 yilinda insa edilmis ve yapimindan sadece bir yil sonra
blyuk olctde genisletilmistir. Onaltinc ylizyilda yazan ortacag
tarihgisi Leontios Macheras, yazilarinda kilise kurucusu Sir Francis
Lakhnas'tan bahseder. Oyle ki, Sir Lakhnas “ kendi inanisina gére,
ruhunun iyiligi icin bircok bagis yapmis ve Nasturi Kilisesini
temelinden itibaren insa etmistir”.

Nasturi inanisinin essiz bir eseri olan bina, mikemmel kesilmis
taslardan insa edilmis ve zamanin Avrupa Gotik stilini
yansitmaktadir. Orjinal tasariminda kilisenin sade bir nefi ve

bir apsise sahip Uic tonozu mevcuttur. Genisletme esnasinda iki
kenar kanadina iki kenar gecisi ve yarim daire seklinde ilaveler
yapilmistir. Bati yaninda bulunan tonoz, kanadin disina kadar
uzanir ve binanin kare seklindeki cikintisini olusturur. Kilisenin
kurucusunun mezari da bu kisimda bulunur. Mezar pervazlarla
suslenmis bir kemerli girintiye sahiptir ve kilisenin geri kalaninda
hakim olan stilden daha sonrayi temsil eden bir stilde yapilmistir.
Bati yaninda bulunan genis ancak sade giris Freskinin tzerindeki
Siryanice yazitlari olan roze pencere, ondokuzuncu ytzyiln
sonuna kadar 6nemli 6lctide korunmustur; ancak gliinimiizde
bundan sadece birkag kalinti mevcuttur.

Osmanli doneminde Nasturi kilisesi Turkler tarafindan develeri
icin ahir olarak kullanilmistir. 1878'de ingilizlerin adaya
gelmesiyle, Rumlarin yine surlar icerisinde yasamasina izin
verilmis ve yilda bir kez hayvanlarin kilise disina ¢ikarilmasi ve
kilisenin temizlemesiyle, Ortodokslarin iceride ayin yapmasina
izin verilmeye baslanmisti. Bu 6zel kutlama 1905 yilina kadar,
Magusali Rum, Michael Louizidies'in binanin yeniden kilise olarak
kullaniimasi icin donemin Valisi Kral-Harman'dan izin istemesine
kadar stirdii. iznin verilmesiyle, Magusali Rumlar ve Tiirkler
birlikte calisarak kiliseyi tamir edip temizlediler. Marangoz Kamil
Reis bina icerisindeki tim ahsap islerini yapti. Loizides kendisine
ne kadar borcu oldugunu sordugunda ise Kamil Reis 6denmeyi
reddedi ve “ Beni utandirmayin efendim! Ben ne sizden ne de
Aziz'den para kabul edemem ki” dedi.

Kilise 1906 yilinda St. George Exorinos’ta Baspiskopos Cyril
tarafindan yeniden kutsanmistir. 1930 yillarinda yapisal olarak
glclendirilmis ancak bunun disinda Kiliseye asirlardir el
degmemistir. Bina ile ilgili bircok efsane mevcuttur. Bunlardan

en ilging olani, dismanindan kurtulmak arzusunda olan herhangi
bir kisinin, Kilisenin zeminindeki tozlardan almasi ve bunu
dismaninin evine birakmasi gerektidi ile ilgili olandir. Disman
bunun sonrasinda bir yil icerisinde 6lecek veya adayi terk etmeye
zorlanacaktir. Ayni efsanenin bir baska anlatimina gore ise,
dismanin bir yil icerisinde sehri terk etmesi icin alinan tozlarin
Magusa sehrinin surlarina atilmasi gerektigidir. Ancak dikkatli
olunuz! diismanindan kurtulmaya calisan bir kisi surlari Gzerinde
sadece toz zerreleri varken bile gecerse, kendisi de bir kez daha
Magusa'ya donemeyecektir!
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